
Kennet Valley Hall [KVH]  
 History & Heritage 

 
Exploring the history of KVH takes us back nearly a Century, and on the way 
exposes major changes in the social history of the local villages. Apart from 
referring to old documents, reference will be made to a document created in 
the 1950s by the Women`s Institute who compiled a collection of their 
members` memories at that time, called “Village Scrapbook”. Also valuable 
input has been obtained from the 1987 Village Heritage booklet. The full 
content of both these items can be found on the Upper Kennet News web site 
https://www.upperkennetnews.co.uk/the-heritage-of-the-upper-kennet-valley/ 
 
In the early part of the 20C life was hard with most people working on, or 
servicing local farms. An original Wages book of the farms operating in the 
local villages identifies that on October 2nd 1924 there were 80 farm workers 
employed locally. The working day was very long with little time for leisure. 
Even so, various social or religious organisations existed and invariably 
meetings took place in the homes of the gentry or ministers of local religious 
organisations, or the local schools. In due course the idea of creating a central 
meeting place for these organisations was conceived and as a result, the first 
“Kennet Valley Hall” was born. 

 
Records show that “on 6th March 1931 Mr Frank Swanton of Overton, Nr 
Marlborough in the County of Wiltshire donated a parcel of land forming part 
of South Overton Farm”.  
 
Quote: 
 

“The land was for a “Parish Hall” to be used for the purposes of physical and 
mental recreation and social, moral and intellectual development through the 
medium of reading and recreation rooms, library, lectures, classes, 
recreations and entertainments or otherwise as may be expedient for the 
benefit of the inhabitants of the Parish of Overton-cum-- with East Kennett 
and its immediate vicinity without distinction of sex or political or other 
opinions subject to the provisions of these premises” 
 

This statement became the basis of the first KVH Constitution. Trustees were 
appointed and became responsible for both managing and maintaining the 
Hall, and generating the finance necessary to run the Hall on behalf of the 
Community.  Those core principles remain today - in particular the need for 
the Hall to be self-financing. 
 

The Hall was formally opened on September 4th 1931 and an extract from an 
article in the Wilts, Berks & Hants County paper states:- 
 
The Kennet Valley Hall, a new building for the use of the parishioners of 
Overton, Lockeridge, Fyfield and East Kennett, was opened on Friday 
evening last. The opening ceremony was performed by the Rt. Hon. J.H. 
Whitley, a former Speaker in the House of Commons, and a Vice –President 
of the National Council of Social Services…….. 



The full text of the article can be read here +++

1931LauchPressCutti
ng.pdf

 

The site referred to was a plot of land on the RHS as you walk from the centre 
of West Overton towards the church. There is now a modern house on the 
site aptly named “The Old Hall” 

The format of the 1951 “Village Scrapbook” took the form of a tour of the 
villages. In the West Overton section the tour explains the position of the hall 
as :- 

A few feet away is the Kennet Valley Hall which was built for the use of the 
Parishioners and opened in September 1931. The opening ceremony was 
performed by the Right Honourable J.H. Whitely, a former speaker of the 
House of Commons and Vice-president of the National Council of Social 
Service. Fourteen organisations banded themselves together as sponsors 
and a Committee of Management comprises a representative nominated by 
each of these organisations. Erection of the building was carried out by 
Messrs. G. Sprules and Son, of Lockeridge, and a loan debit on the project 
was finally cleared as a result of a fete held in 1934.  

The total cost of constructing the Hall in 1931 was £475 

On Tuesday November 11th 1931 a meeting took place at Overton Vicarage 
inaugurating the new Village Hall Management Committee. Captain Vigors 
was elected Chairman, and Rev. Workman as Secretary and Treasurer. 
Money to build the Hall was raised from public subscriptions, Church 
Collections, the Carnegie Trust and a government loan which was guaranteed 
by local people. 
 
A Council of Management was set up representing the constituent 
organisations within the Parish. The first Council was composed of the 
following members as stated in the 2nd Schedule of the 1931 Constitution:- 
 
First Members of Council of 
Management      Organisation 
 
The Rev H W Workman     Ex Officio as Vicar 
Mrs P Carter                                             Overton, Fyfield and E Kennett 

Church Council 
Mr F Sprules Overton Wesleyan Mission 
Mr S Cartwright Kennet Vale Brotherhood 
Mr F W Telling Kennet Vale Brotherhood Men`s 

Club 
Capt R.P.L Vigors West Overton School Managers 
Mrs H.W. Workman Kennet Valley Women`s Institute 
Mrs Hussey Freke Avebury & Overton District Nursing 

Assn 
Mr R Waite  West Overton Sports Club 
Mr C Coles Overton Slate Club 



Rev H.W. Workman Overton, Fyfield and E Kennett 
Churches 

“         “           “ E Kennett Trustees, Maria Matthews 
Trust 

Mrs V Rebbeck Wiltshire Friendly Society Branch 
 
Signed….Frank Swanton 

For reference, and interest, a “Slate Club” is defined as :- 

Originally a parochial thrift society whose members met in the schoolroom, 
their contributions being pro tem entered on slates, conveniently at hand. 

No records have been found relating to the following few years up to and 
including the first part of WW2 but it is clear that the use of the hall evolved as 
new social activities were formed and the Hall became the hub for social 
activities in the villages. This included many wedding receptions, following the 
formal ceremonies at the various local Churches and Chapels, who had no 
suitable accommodation themselves. The “Village Scrapbook” goes on to 
say:- 

The Hall is the centre of social activities and is put to regular use each winter 
by the local indoor games club. The Mothers’ Union, inaugurated back in the 
‘thirties, is another organisation to make the Hall its headquarters; likewise the 
Women’s Institute which, since its formation in 1924, has always met 
alternately at Lockeridge and West Overton. 

I am grateful to two local residents, Mr Ron Emberlin and Mrs Eileen 
Hamilton, who were both born in West Overton in the mid 1930s, for their 
recollections as teenagers during the later stages of WW2. 

Ron Emberlin  recalls :- 

 One of the first memories I have of the hall was going there as a family 
to be issued with our gas masks where to my dismay I was issued with 
a Mickey Mouse one as they thought I was too small for a normal size 
one. 

 For a while it was used as a school, as the local schools could not cope 
with the influx of evacuees 

 The Home Guard used it as their headquarters where they paraded, 
usually on a Sunday morning, watched by most of the local children. 

 The Women`s Institute and Mother`s Union also held regular meetings 
there and dances and whist drives were also held. When the war was 
over the locals welcomed the forces home with a meal and concert. 
Myself and three friends were looking through the windows when we 
were spotted by one of the guests who came out and instead of telling 
us to go away, as we thought, they said that we could go in and watch -  
providing we stayed at the back and kept quiet. 

 For the boys there was a club which was loosely based on the scouts, 
and for the older people there was a club where they could play 



billiards, table tennis and darts in a league, but unfortunately it was 
eventually killed off by the coming of television 

Mrs Hamilton has many of the same memories and also recalls there were 
regular Whist Drives, and the MC was Bert Peck. The Dance Music was 
provided by Mr Ben James. Fortunately one of her main recollections were 
the various wedding receptions that took place at the old KVH, including her 
own. We are most grateful to Eileen for providing a photo of her niece`s 
wedding which, after much searching, has provided us with a picture of both 
the outside…

….and inside of the old Hall. [Those chairs look a little uncomfortable !!]

 



Picture: Mr & Mrs Waite, outside the old 
Hall circa mid 1930s 

 

Ron and Eileen`s  recollections  of the 
Indoor Sports Clubs were expanded by 
Lockeridge resident Colin Watts who 
recalls that In Lockeridge these games 
were played “in a Hut in the Village 
School grounds”.  A clue to the origins 
of “The Hut”, and confirmed by Mrs 
Hamilton, can be found in the “Village 
Scrapbook” where, when describing the 
school, it then states:- 

The Craft Hut in the school grounds was 
partly built by voluntary efforts of two or 
three members of the Men`s Club. It is 

shared by the latter, and for some time by the craft scholars at the school. 

There was clearly great rivalry between the Upper Kennet villages, and 
beyond, who all competed in the various Leagues that existed in the 1950s 
60s & 70s. Colin went on to explain that apart from the Indoor sports activities, 
most Lockeridge social activities took place at the Scout Hut on the Overton 
Road where the bungalow Ardcaien is currently situated. The Scout Hut was 
clearly independent of the Hall in West Overton and is described clearly in the 
“Village Scapbook” when it`s descriptive tour arrived in Lockeridge…… 

On the right is the Scout Hut, centre of social activities in the Village. It was 
erected just after the 1914-18 War and bought by the late Mr H.R.Giffard, of 
Lockeridge House, from a military establishment. In order to ensure the 
longevity of the building, a concrete foundation was laid. Voluntary 
subscriptions and donations were received towards it`s development and 
subsequently the building was handed over to the Boy Scout and Girl Guide 
Association. Miss Giffard, of Lockeridge House, and later of Long Mead, 
Lower Fyfield, was the first Scout Leader, whilst Miss P Clarke of Overton has 
been Guide Captain for many years. Unfortunately the Scout troop is at 
present in “suspended animation”.  Whist Drives, Dances, Church Bazaars 
and Flower Shows have all met under it`s roof. The long established 
Lockeridge Flower Shows, dating back to the turn of the century, were held 
each year until about 1950 when the committee, under the Chairmanship of 
Miss Giffard were obliged to abandon the event for lack of interest and 
support. The Kennet Valley Women`s Institute hold meetings here each 
alternate month with Overton……..It was first formed in the Lockeridge School 
Room on the 25th April 1924.  

By pure coincidence it appears that the three venues that housed the various 
social and games activities of the local villages were all abandoned during the 



period 1972 – 74. Firstly the Scout Hut was demolished in 1974 to make way 
for the bungalow named Ardcaien. 

However, the demise of the old KVH in West Overton is more complicated. 

In 1968 the Revd Morley arrived as the new Parish Vicar. He had an 
accounting background and quickly became involved with the Hall in West 
Overton. He soon recognised that the building had become run down and, 
together with the antiquated heating system, the Hall was in desperate need 
of an upgrade.  Plans were drawn up to refurbish the building, build a new 
extension, and put in new heating. [These original plans and other paperwork 
are kept in the KVH archives]. The budget was calculated at £1105. To put 
this in perspective the Hall`s Annual Income identified in the 1972 Accounts 
was £100.45. Lettings for that year amounted to £51. The same Accounts 
stated that Hall hire rates would be increased to: 75p for Regular meetings, 
£1.50 for Evening meetings and £3.50 for Weddings. 

Specifications for the work were produced and applications made for various 
grants. It is significant to quote from a letter dated July 1st 1970 when Rev 
Morley was justifying the financial need for the upgrade :- 

I would point out that the running of the Hall and it`s upkeep had been 
very much neglected for many years before I came to the Parish, and I 
have seen it as my duty to gather the whole project together under this 
Scheme to improve the amenities of the Hall as I believe that there is an 
increasing post television need for social life in the Parish. 

Despite the necessary grants being negotiated and confirmed during 
1971/2, as a result of an inspection by the County Surveyor, the building 
was subsequently condemned.  

Immediately following this conclusion, Rev Morley was transferred to another 
Parish, but before he left, invited Lockeridge resident Mr Bruce Chivers to join 
the Hall Committee in June 1972. He subsequently became Chairman in 
1973. The following extract from a letter he wrote to one of the grant 
providers, dated 14th September 1973, fully describes the situation at that 
time:- 

Following my appointment as Chairman of the Village Hall Committee, and on 
further inspection of the Hall, it has proved to be in such a poor state that it 
was deemed, both by the Committee and later confirmed by the County 
Architect, that to carry out the proposed extensions and renovations would 
cost far in excess of the anticipated amount. Furthermore, even if the work 
was carried out, the life of the building would be limited. Subsequently the 
Committee formed the decision not to do any further work on the existing hall 
but to investigate the possibility of building a new one, on a more suitable site, 
which could cope with the increasing population [from new housing in the 
area]. Consequently no money has been spent and the grant will not be 
required. 



I am glad to say that progress has been made and a site donated for a new 
hall and currently application has been made for this. 
 
The site in question - where the current Hall now stands - was later described 
in “The Village Scrapbook” as :- 
 
….progressing along the road to Lockeridge on the left, next to “The Kennels”, 
a one-time game keeper`s cottage, is the old recreation ground. Here many a 
fine game of village cricket is recalled by players of forty years ago. Football 
and tennis too have been played, remembering also Mrs Swanton`s women`s 
cricket team and an occasional women`s football match ! 
 
An earlier proposal was for a Hall to be incorporated with a new school at W 
Overton, the complex to serve the whole population from Fyfield to East 
Kennett. The plans for the new school fell through, so the Hall Committee 
began searching for a new site. 
By August 1973 Mr Roger Swanton, son of Frank Swanton, had offered the 
present site to the Hall Committee. A fund-raising Committee was set up. This 
proved to be all too necessary, as the project cost had been identified as,” in 
excess of £32,000”. The Committee was able to raise £24,000 in local and 
central government grants, and it was recorded as one of the largest village 
hall projects funded in this way in Wiltshire. Further funds were raised from 
the sale of the old site for £4350, and the remainder came from fund-raising 
events held over the years – gymkhanas, fetes, barbecues, dances etc. The 
most ambitious project was a three-day event held in 1976 – on one of the 
very few wet weekends in that hot summer! The highlight of the outdoor 
activities was a parachute drop by the Red Devils in the presence of Group 
Captain Sir Douglas Bader. 
The new building was opened on Saturday September 4th 1976 by Mrs Frank 
Swanton. The inaugural dance in the evening was distinguished by the fact 
that “The Autocrats” band specially reformed to come and play, and provided 
the music. 
 
The fund raising programme was massive as the following list of events 
show:- 
 
June 26th 1971  Gymkhana 
June 29th 1974  Kennet Valley Gymkhana & Pony Show 
    [located in field opposite North Farm] 
Aug 3rd 1974   Fete at The Old Manor WO 
May 10th 1975  Jumping Show & Gymkhana 
June 21st 1975   Kennet Valley Pony Show 
May 29th & 31st 1976 The Kennet Valley Festival & Country Fayre 
Sept 4th 1976   Hall Opening/Football Match/Inaugural Dance 
 
 
Rather than include here, various records of the promotional material for 
these events, including photographs and press cuttings have been saved and 

are now kept in the KVH Archives at the hall. Here are two examples 
1976CountryFayre.p

df  



  

Although no formal statements can be found, it can be concluded that the new 
Kennet Valley Hall is, in fact, an amalgam of a number of previous venues 
that supported the social life of the four villages, namely:- 
 

 The old Kennet Valley Hall in West Overton 

 The Scout Hut in Lockeridge 

 “The Craft Hut” in the Lockeridge School grounds 

 The original Recreation Ground , ie the current site 
 

The Period from 1976 until the early 2000s can arguably be recognized as the 
most successful period, as a community asset, in the Hall`s history. During 
this period it clearly performed it`s role as the social centre of the local 
villages, exactly as per the original Constitution.  The continual need for 
fundraising, in itself created activities that would then, in effect, satisfy the 
social needs of the local population during that period of time.  

A request to find out how it all started produced the following resume from 
West Overton resident Jean Clements:- 

The formation of the Kennet Valley Amateur Dramatic Society was the result 
of a conversation that Jennifer Edwards and myself had in the 
Who`da Thought It one evening.  We were talking about Amateur Dramatics 
and decided that we should see if anyone would be interested in putting on a 
Panto in the Kennet Valley Hall.  We called our first meeting in the summer of 
1980 and much to our surprise there was a great deal of interest, so much so 
that we were able to put on our first Pantomime in January 1981 this being 
Cinderella.  From that date on we have performed many pantomimes and in 
the early days would put on a comedy in late Spring.   

  
 
With regard to the 
variety shows, I believe 
that the first one of 
these took place in 
1986.  There were 
various theme names 
given to these shows, I 
know that Music Hall 
was one and also 
Showtime.  
 
 



A development from 
KVADS was the 
formation of the Kennet 
Valley Singers by Janet 
Biggs in 1986, ably 
supported by her 
husband Joe. Janet`s 
own comments follow:- 

We started in August 
1986. It was such fun 
entertaining people 
every Christmas at 
KVH in our own special 
way. Raising money for 
charity and visiting 
many places for outside 
performances. We were all ages and it was lovely when young people joined  

The friendships we formed 
are still with us today 
[2020]. Our last show at 
KVH was probably our best 
and was done to support 
Help for Heroes in 2014. 
Over the years we have 
raised over £14000 for 
charity, an achievement 
I`m very proud of. 

Janet Biggs 

 

 

Sadly due to advancing years and some ill health issues this was their last 
show. A suitable climax, but the end of an era. 

Another quite unique use of the hall during the same period was “The CLIC 
Sale” A most sad, but stimulating story. A young boy called Lewis Hiscock 
was diagnosed with Leukaemia MLL in 1987. To help finance his early 
treatment his Aunt  & Uncle, Vera & Colin Watts of Lockeridge, decided to 
organise a Jumble Sale to raise funds. Over the next 25 years The CLIC Sale 
became an annual event at KVH with an amazing record of success. The full 
background to the story and those 25years can be accessed here.   

CLIC25th.pdf



 

Sadly Lewis died in 
1990 but the “show” 
continued for another 22 
years with over £55000 
being raised for CLIC 
Sargent as a result. 

  

 

The New Millennium 

In the year 2000 the Hall was chosen 
as the venue for the Official loading of 
the Millennium Capsule. During the 
previous year local residents had been 
invited to write down their memories 
which would then be placed in the 
capsule and kept in the St Michael`s 
church tower, only to be opened in 
2200. Local resident Liz Neild was 
invited to perform the official “Loading” 

Come the Millennium and with it came changes, both to the social structure of 
the neighbourhood and subsequently to the needs of the Hall. Whatever the 
reasons, the indigenous elements of the local population were gradually being 
replaced by younger homeowners, brought up in the era of mobile phones, 
social web sites and IT based Home Entertainment. 

Fortunately the KVH Trustees recognised the need for change, and a 
responsibility to provide new initiatives that would maintain the hall as a major 
community asset. The result being that over the next 20 years a programme 
of Capital Projects were developed that would create a quality venue that 
would be attractive to a wider section of society.  

The total Expenditure for this Upgrade program currently 
[2021] exceeds £250,000 

  



 For simplicity the major projects are listed in date order 

2004 Field & Car Park Project –To upgrade the carpark, install Security 

Lighting and provide facilities for Teenagers. The new facilities were launched 
with a Children`s Sports Event and Opened by local Olympic Gold medallist 

David Hemery 

         Cost £44594 

.  

2006/7 In 2005 The Hall Committee recognized that both the kitchen and 

toilets were way below standard. A Risk Assessment was specially 
commissioned primarily to 
establish the necessary 
requirements relating to 
wheelchair users.  

 

A professionally produced 
design was commissioned 

and the project was 
carried out during 2007 - 
and completed in 2008 

 
           
  Cost £63607 
 

  



2008 – In 2003/4 the local school had enquired about using the Hall as an 

Annexe for the PE elements of their curriculum, both indoors and outside. To 
conform to the necessary safety standards new stackable chairs were 

purchased but these needed to be 
stored outside the main hall.  
The temporary storage facilities 
proved to be inadequate so the 
idea of building an extension to the 
hall, specifically for storage was 
conceived. The work was 
completed in March 2009 
 
        Cost £52189    
 

 

 

2012- A year of great significance with the end of one classic era, and the 

birth of a Booking System which brought KVH into the world of IT. 

Mrs Kay Harris is first recorded as a member of the Hall Committee in 1977. It 
was not long after that she became the Hall`s Booking Secretary and 
remained so until she retired in 2012. The AGM Chairman`s Report that year 
states:-……. sadly I have to announce that at this AGM Kay Harris has decided to 

retire. This Committee and all their predecessors, indeed the whole Community, should 

be very grateful for the outstanding contribution Kay has made over the last 20 years or 

so, as both Booking Secretary and a major contributor to hall activities. Thank you 

Kay! 

As a direct result of Kay`s departure, plans were developed that resulted in 
the creation of both a KVH web site, and a computerized booking and 
invoicing system, all  linked to an automated Front Door Entry System. All 
elements were coordinated, so that a booking via the web site would 
ultimately finish with the issuing of a front door entry 
code.  

2014 - The launch of the new Booking and Entry 

System took place in November 2014 with Yvonne 
Miles Chair of the Embroiderers Guild performing 
the official Opening .It is worth noting that the cost of 
the whole operation was kept to the minimum due to 
most of the work being carried out by two of the Hall 
Trustees, David Throup and Rob Duckett 

2015 – The Trustees recognized that there was a need to improve the 

general décor of the hall and was fully decorated throughout 

     Cost £4347 



2016 It had been recognized for some years that there needed to be a rear 

access built specifically to accommodate wheelchair users and other hall 
users with physical difficulties  

Dolmans Surveyors again 
provided the design and 

specification necessary to 
conform to the necessary 
regulations and local builder 
Richard Hartshorne completed the structure in May 2017. 

     Cost £10400 

2018/19 After 40years of exposure to all weathers the Hall`s Front Door 

Assembly was causing 
problems for the automatic 
Access System due to 
shrinkage. A new Front Door 
Assembly was designed 
specially to avoid the 
shrinkage problems and 
completed in September 
2019 

        Cost £7380 

 

  



2019 – After a routine inspection of the roof in 2018 it became clear that the 

whole roof needed replacing as the composite slates were rapidly 
disintegrating.  After consultation with specialists it was decided that the whole  

 

roof should be replaced including anything that had any asbestos content. 
The opportunity was also taken to increase the insulation within the roof. 
Funding was provided by The National Lottery with a major contribution from 
the Hall`s own Reserves. From the planning stage, including all the Funding, 
the whole project was concluded in 10 months. Fortunately so as 2020 was to 
bring major restrictions due to the Covid 19 crisis 

    Cost £39659 

  



The Role of KVH in the 21st Century 

As all these Upgrades have been taking place the Hall has been rapidly 
increasing in popularity. Whilst traditional Community events have continued 
to be popular such as Easter and Christmas Bingo and the annual 
Pantomime, the hall becomes an increasingly popular venue for Children`s 
Parties, Weddings and Interest groups such as the Embroiderers Guild, U3A. 
and  the National Trust. Not forgetting the KV Cricket Club who have adopted 
the hall as their cricket pavilion, and the Kennet Valley Primary School who 
use the hall as their base for most of their PE curriculum and Parent related 
events . This is due in no small way to having a large recreation ground as 
part of the Hall complex. What foresight the KVH Committee of 1974 had in 
choosing such a perfect location for our Hall 

Perhaps this summary is a fitting end to this potted history of KVH, 
demonstrating how it`s current role so closely relates to the original 
Constitution written by Frank Swanton in 1931, ie 

…….to be used for the purposes of physical and mental recreation and social, 
moral and intellectual development through the medium of reading and 
recreation rooms, library, lectures, classes, recreations and entertainments or 
otherwise as may be expedient for the benefit of the inhabitants of the Parish 
of Overton-cum-- with East Kennett and its immediate vicinity without 
distinction of sex or political or other opinions subject to the provisions of 
these premises” 
 

In Conclusion – 2020/21 will become synonymous with the horrors of Covid 
19 throughout the world. Society is already changing as a result, but whatever 
the changes, KVH will continue to be, both a unique local amenity, and a 
highly popular venue for social and cultural activities throughout North East 
Wiltshire. 

Brian Rayment - July 2021 


